
 
 

 

 
WHAT IS HAPPENING 
 
With the passing of Bill 68 on November 25, 2025, the Province of Ontario has established a new 
oversight body called the “Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency” (OPCA) to oversee Conservation 
Authorities (CAs) and the transition to a regional watershed-based framework for CAs in Ontario.  
 
Currently, the Province is proposing the amalgamation (or merging) of the 36 Conservation 
Authorities in Ontario down to 7 “regional” Conservation Authorities. The Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority (LRCA) is the furthest west in the Province and has no neighbouring 
Conservation Authorities. The Province is proposing to amalgamate the LRCA with six other CAs and 
72 additional municipalities in Southern Ontario to form the “Huron-Superior Regional Conservation 
Authority”. 
 
Due to the LRCA’s location and unique region it serves, the LRCA Board of Directors is OPPOSED to 
this proposed merger and is instead recommending to the Province that the LRCA become a stand-
alone Regional Conservation Authority as the “Northwestern Ontario Regional Conservation 
Authority”.  
 
HOW THIS AFFECTS YOU 
 
If you live in the City of Thunder Bay, the Municipalities of Shuniah, Neebing, or Oliver Paipoonge, or 
the Townships of Dorion, O’Connor, Gillies, or Conmee, the Province’s proposed changes directly 
affect you as a resident of Northwestern Ontario in the following ways:  
 

• Significant loss of Northwestern Ontario representation – The LRCA and its eight Member 
Municipalities would merge with 72 other municipalities in Southern Ontario, with limited 
representation on a regional board. 

• Limited control of budgets and levies charged to Member Municipalities – All future 
budgets will be developed at the regional level. 

• Merging of all assets – All assets including land (i.e., Conservation Areas) and reserves will 
be merged into a regionally owned asset. 

• Limited prioritization of local issues and priorities - Loss of control of local 
direction/vision/mission. 

• Potential substantial transition costs – Potential substantial costs related to re-branding, 
human-resources, IT/financial merging, etc. 

• Longer wait times and costs for permits – Permit fees are anticipated to significantly  
increase as well as permit processing times. 
 

  



 
 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 
Concerned residents of the Lakehead Watershed are encouraged to submit comments to the 
Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) no later than December 22, 2025, to ensure that the 
Province hears your voice from the North.  
 
The following statement can be customized to reflect your concerns:  
 
I, ______[name]_____________, resident of ____[municipality]____________, am OPPOSED to the 
Province’s proposed amalgamation of the Lakehead Region Conservation Authority (LRCA) with six 
other Southern Ontario Conservation Authorities to form the “Huron-Superior Regional Conservation 
Authority”. I support LRCA’s recommendation that the Lakehead Region Conservation Authority form 
a stand-alone regional conservation authority as the “Northwestern Ontario Regional Conservation 
Authority”. 
 
The ERO posting can be found here: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1257.      
 

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1257

