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1 Introduction

This document outlines the Rules of Procedure for Permit Application Review and
Approval by the Lakehead Region Conservation Authority (LRCA) in accordance with
Ontario Regulation 180/06 as amended by Ontario Regulation 63/13, Lakehead Region
Conservation Authority: Regulation of Development, Interference with Wetlands and
Alterations to Shorelines and Watercourses (Appendix A), made under Section 28 of
the Conservation Authorities Act.

This document has been prepared referencing the Ministry of Natural Resources
documents entitled Policies and Procedures for Conservation Authority Plan Review and
Permitting Activities, dated May 2010 and the Draft Guidelines to Support Conservation
Authority Administration of the “Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations
to Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation” dated April 21, 2008.

This document will be made available to Staff, Member Municipalities, Board of
Directors of the LRCA and members of the public upon request.

1.1 Approval of Document

This document was adopted by the LRCA Board of Directors on June 25, 2014 by
Resolution # 91/14. Version 2.0 of this document was adopted on August 26, 2015 by
Resolution #82/15.

1.2 Effective Date of Document

The procedures in this document will come into effect on June 26, 2014. Permits
processed after this date, regardless of when received at the Authority office, will be
reviewed and approved according to this Procedure.

Amendments to this document will be required to be approved by the LRCA Board of
Directors and will come into effect at the time of approval.

This document, once in effect, will replace any previous procedures and protocols
related to Permit review and approval and Hearings.

1.3 Interpretation

Unless the context requires otherwise in these Rules or in the Hearing Guidelines,
reference to the “Authority” or the “Authority Members” means the Lakehead Region
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Conservation Authority as a corporate body carrying out its mandate, including when
sitting as a Hearing Board hearing applications for permission.

Reference to “Staff” in these procedures and in the Hearing Guidelines means those
employees at the Authority who have been designated by the Authority to exercise
the powers and perform the duties referred to.

2 Background

2.1 Conservation Authorities Act

The Conservation Authorities Act was enacted in 1946 in response to erosion and
drought concerns, recognizing that these and other natural resource initiatives are
best managed on a watershed basis.

In 1956, in response to the severe economic and human losses associated with
Hurricane Hazel (1954), amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act first
empowered Conservation Authorities (CAs) to make Regulations to prohibit the filling
in of floodplains. These Regulations were broadened in 1960 to prohibit or regulate
the placing or dumping of fill in defined areas where, in opinion of the CA, the control
of flooding, pollution or the conservation of land may be affected. In 1968,
amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act further extended the Regulations to
prohibit or control construction and alteration to waterways, in addition to filling.

In 1998, the Conservation Authorities Act was amended as part of the Red Tape
Reduction Act (Bill 25), to ensure that Regulations under the Act were consistent across
the province and complementary to provincial policies. Revisions were made to
Section 28, which led to the replacement of the “Fill, Construction and Alteration to
Waterways” Regulation with the current “Development, Interference with Wetlands
and Alterations to Shorelines and Watercourses” Regulation in 2006. The main change
was the addition of wetlands as a regulated feature.

The content of each Authority’s Regulation is made under Ontario Regulation 97/04.
Under these regulations CAs may make regulations applicable to the area under their
jurisdiction to prohibit, restrict, reqgulate or give required permission for certain
activities in and adjacent to watercourses, wetlands, shorelines of inland lakes and the
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River System and other hazardous lands.

2.2 History of LRCA Administration of the Regulation

The LRCA has been administering Regulations under Section 28 of the Conservation
Authorities Act since 1974. Initially the Regulation was known as the Fill, Construction
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and Alteration to Waterways Regulation, O. Reg. 515/73 as amended by O. Reg.
158/74, which was replaced in 1991 by O. Reg. 152/91. In 2006, as a result of the Red
Tape Commission, the Province of Ontario required all Conservation Authorities to
replace the “Fill, Construction and Alteration to Waterways Regulation” with the
Generic Regulation entitled “Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations
to Shorelines and Watercourses”. The Regulation was changed to ensure all
Conservation Authorities were regulating with a consistent Regulation. This was
primarily to ensure abutting Authorities in Southern Ontario with common
watersheds were administering the same Regulation. This was not an issue in the
north.

The LRCA regulation was approved under O. Reg. 180/06. The regulation was
amended on February 12, 2013 under O. Reg. 63/13. This amendment primarily
clarified wording within the regulation; provided the ability of the Authority to
delegate positive Permit decisions to Staff; extended Permit validity to a maximum of
60 months under spe |G
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