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Contact us:
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info@lakeheadca.com
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staff:
Mervi  henttonen......................General Manager/secretary-treasurer 

Tammy  Cook...........................................................watershed  manager

ryne  gilliam.................................................field operations supervisor

michelle  sixsmith..................................water resources technologist 

ryan  mackett..........community stewardship/public relations officer

norma  hunt................................................................financial assistant 

melanie  o’riley..............................administrative assistant/receptionist

roman  Augustyn.........................................................gis/data specialist

scott  drebit.........................................................gis technician/planner

erin  nudds.........environmental education coordinator (contract)

julie  beach...........................................................................SWP manager

neal  zago...........................SWP communications officer (contract)

vince  ponka.............................SWP administrative assistant (contract)

Various seasonal, contract and intern positions are also filled.

Conservation areas:
�� Mission Island Marsh
�� Hazelwood Lake
�� Cedar Falls
�� Little Trout Bay
�� Cascades
�� Hurkett Cove
�� MacKenzie Point
�� Silver Harbour

Admission to our conservation ar-
eas is only $2 per vehicle, or show 
your Explorer Card for only $30 
+HST! (available for purchase 
at our office). Receive a durable, 
waterproof map with the pur-
chase of a 2012 Explorer Card!

	 Our Conservation Areas offer 
fantastic recreational opportunities for 
the public. Birding and wildlife view-
ing, photography, hiking, canoeing, 
kayaking, snowshoeing; the opportuni-
ties are endless! Throughout the year the 
staff of the LRCA put on many differ-
ent events and activities for the public. 
Come out and enjoy the natural beauty 
of a Conservation Area, and have fun!
	 The Cedar Falls Conservation 
Area benefited this year from the addi-
tion of stairs along some steep areas of the 
walking trail. These improvements have 
made the area more accessible and safe. 
	 2011 again saw some severe dam-
age to our beautiful Areas at the hands 
of vandals. The coin box at Silver Har-
bour was physically ripped from the con-
crete. Coin boxes at our other Areas have 
also been damaged by welding equip-

ment in an attempt to steal the contents. 
Any future replacements of coin boxes 
will likely not occur due to the costs in-
volved. If you have any information re-
garding these acts, or witness vandal-
ism occurring, please contact the police. 
	 Another major concern is the high 
volume of trash and broken glass be-
ing left in our Areas. Also, alcohol and 
campfires are not permitted in our Ar-
eas. Remember, take nothing but pic-
tures, and leave nothing but footprints! 

play in our backyard!
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lakhead 
conservation foundation:

financial report for 2011:
	 The LRCA’s budgeted 
2011 revenue and expenditures to-
talled approximately $3.9 million.
	 Revenue is derived from three 
primary sources: Provincial/Federal Gov-
ernment grants, Municipal levies, and 
self-generation (comprised of user fees, 
partnerships, donations, and sponsor-
ships). Source Water Protection activities 
are 100% Government funded. The LRCA 
gratefully acknowledges the support of 
clubs, agencies and businesses, the Lake-
head Conservation Foundation and indi-
viduals for making 2011 a successful year. 

foundation members:
Phil jarvis- president
Garry Maxwell- vice-president
melody lundstrom- secretary
nicole gagnon- treasurer
shelly brown
doug guinn
darlene guinn
marlene jarvis
richard lundstrom
gary murchison
john palko
mary provenzano
paul straiton  

partnerships:

2012 Calendar of Events: 

February 9
Lakhead conservation 
foundation dinner auction
slovak legion

march 30-april 1
home & garden show
cle grounds - sports dome

april 2-may 7
private landowners tree seedling 
assistance program
LRCA Office/hill’s Greenhouse

May 13
Mother’s Day Brunch
Hazelwood Lake Nature Centre 

june 2
garden party and plant sale
LRCA office

june 10-16
Conservation Week

july 8
family fishing day
hazelwood lake 

july 15
lake superior day
mission island marsh

july 16-20
Wilderness Day Camp 
Hazelwood Lake

august 13-17
Wilderness Day Camp
Hazelwood lake

date TBD
murillo fall fair 

september 2-3
hymers fall fair
village of hymers

september 9
hazelwood harvest fall festival 
and craft fair
hazelwood lake

october 13
water fowl viewing day
mission island Marsh

	 The Lakehead Re-
gion Conservation Authority 
is working towards becom-
ing a first-rate provider of en-
vironmental education. New 
this year was our Wilder-
ness Day Camp, which took 
place at the Hazelwood Lake 
Conservation Area. In 2012 
we will be running two Wil-
derness Day Camp sessions: 
July 16-20 and August 13-17. 
Look for our ad in the Spring 

2012 issue of The Key.  
	 The Authority also 
provides public outreach 
programs such as Waterfowl 
Viewing Day, Mushroom 
Hikes, Ontario Curriculum-
based school and community 
group programming. Contact 
the Authority office for more 
information, programming 
rates, and information on our 
Living Classroom program. 

environmental education:

	 The LRCA once again offered 
coniferous tree seedlings at a subsidized 
price to the public through our Private 
Landowners Tree Seedling Assistance 
Program. 194 orders were received this 
year, amounting to 17,771 tree seedlings 
being sold. This program has proven to be 
a huge success and will be offered again in 
2012. Over 54,534 trees have been plant-
ed as a result of the Seedling Program. 
	 The 2011 Lakehead Children’s 
Water Festival was a huge success this 
year, with approximately 700 grade 3 
and 4 students participating. The Festi-
val, which is held at the CLE Heritage 
Building, offers students a hands-on ap-
proach to learning about the importance 
of water and proper conservation tech-
niques. All activities adhere to the On-
tario Curriculum. The event is a success 
thanks to the sponsors and volunteers 

who participate. The event took place 
September 20-22, and will once again 
take place in 2012 for schools from both 
the Public and Catholic School Boards.
	 The LRCA held several fun-filled 
family events this year, including: Lake 
Superior Day activities, Waterfowl View-
ing Day and the LRCA/OPG Mission 
Marsh Learning Trails opening at Mis-
sion Island Marsh Conservation Area; 
Family Fishing Day and the Hazelwood 
Harvest Fall Festival and Craft Fair at 
Hazelwood Lake Conservation Area. The 
LRCA continually strives to provide the 
public with fun, educational events each 
year, and will continue to do so in 2012.
	 In 2011, staff undertook a Wa-
tershed Assessment of the Pine River 
in the Municipality of Neebing. It was 
concluded that the watershed was con-
sidered to be in excellent condition.

around the watershed:

neebing-mcintyre floodway:
	 During the summer of 2011 required 
maintenance dredging of the Neebing-Mc-
Intyre Floodway between the CPR Bridge 
(near Home Depot) and Island Drive was con-
ducted. This maintenance was required to re-
store the Floodway channel back to the origi-
nal design profile to ensure that the Floodway 
continues to protect the Intercity area from 
flooding up to the design level of the Regional 
Storm, as it has for the past 27 years. Subse-
quent dredging phases are scheduled for 2012 
and 2013, which will see the section between 
Island Drive and Lake Superior dredged. In 

order for equipment to complete the required 
dredging, it was necessary to remove 385 Me-
morial Grove trees from the area. Every re-
moved tree has been replaced with a new tree 
in a new section of the Blake Memorial Grove 
located in the Mission Island Marsh Conser-
vation Area. The new section of Memorial 
Grove, which is the location of future plant-
ings, will result in the continued beautification 
of the area for all residents to enjoy. To com-
memorate the replanting, a re-dedication cer-
emony was held on Sunday, October 2, 2011. 

Flood Forecasting and Water Level Monitoring:
	 The LRCA monitors dai-
ly watershed conditions which 
help provide advance warn-
ing of high water levels, and in 
times of drought, low water lev-
els. We then issue Flood Bulle-
tins, Advisories, and Warnings 
to our Member Municipalities, 
emergency staff and local media. 
	 The LRCA also con-
ducts snow surveys between No-
vember and May of each year. 
Snow depth and weight (water 
content) are collected and for-
warded to MNR’s Surface Wa-
ter Monitoring Centre as part of 
the Flood Forecasting Program.  

	 There were no flood ad-
visory warnings issued. A Level 
1 Low Water Condition was de-
clared on October 14, 2011. There 
were no bathing beach advisories 
posted at Hazelwood Lake, while 
other beaches in Thunder Bay 
did have swim advisories issued. 
	 As part of the Canada-
Ontario Agreement Climate 
Change Monitoring Project, 
the Neebing River stream flow 
gauge site was upgraded to in-
clude additional monitoring pa-
rameters. The site will be used 
to monitor climate change de-
tection adaptation monitoring.

Planning and Regulation:
	 The Lakehead 
Region Conservation Au-
thority is responsible for 
the protection of loss of 
life and property damage 
due to flooding and ero-
sion and to conserve and 
enhance natural resourc-
es. In this effort, On-
tario Regulation 180/06 
regulates development 
in areas where the con-
trol of flooding, erosion, 
pollution or conservation 
of land may be affected. 
	 The LRCA has 
had a Level II agreement 
with the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans 
(DFO), Ontario Great 
lakes Area (OGLA) since 
1998. The LRCA is re-
sponsible for the initial 
evaluation of proposed 

projects to determine if 
the work would result 
in a harmful alteration, 
disruption or destruction 
(HADD) of fish habitat. 
If you are planning on 
doing any type of work 
near a lake, river, stream, 
or wetland within the 
LRCA Area of Jurisdic-
tion, a permit may be re-
quired from the LRCA. 
A total of 40 permits 
were issued in 2011.   
	 Permits are is-
sued by the LRCA 
Board, which meets once 
a month. Property owners 
are advised to submit ap-
plications as early as pos-
sible to allow for adequate 
evaluation and permit 
processing time. Contact 
us for more information.

	 The Lakehead Conservation Founda-
tion raises funds for the Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority, specifically for the 
newly-developing environmental educa-
tion programming initiatives. The funds are 
raised through several events held during 
the year, including the Garden Party & Plant 
Sale, and Fundraising Dinner & Auction. 
	 The 2011 Fundraising Dinner & Auc-
tion raised approximately $21,000. Tick-
ets for the 2012 Dinner & Auction, to be 
held on February 9, 2012, are on sale now. 
Contact the Authority office for tickets as 
soon as possible, as they sell out each year.
	 The Blake Memorial Grove program, 
which is a tri-party Agreement between the Lake-
head Region Conservation Authority, Lakehead 
Conservation Foundation, and Blake’s Funeral 
Chapel, began in 1991. It has resulted in 5,573 
trees being planted along the Neebing-McIntyre 
Floodway in memory of dearly departed loved 
ones. Beginning in 2012 all future plantings will 
take place in the Mission Island Marsh Conser-
vation Area, at the new Memorial Grove site.

	 Partnerships enable the 
LRCA to accomplish many valu-
able projects in the watershed. In 
2011, through a partnership with 
Ontario Power Generation, the 
Mission Marsh Learning Trails 
were established. They are a net-
work of self-guided trails and 
planting of native vegetation to the 
Area, and we encourage the public 
to explore them. 
	 Various community groups 
and volunteers are also a fantastic 
resource. The Ontario Junior Rang-
ers helped with a massive cleanup 
of the rocks at the Cascades Con-
servation Area. A three or four day 
job for our field staff was com-
pleted in a single morning with the 
Rangers’ help. The Rangers also 

helped with several tree planting 
efforts at Mission Island Marsh 
Conservation Area. The Thunder 
Bay Diving Club conducted an un-
derwater cleanup of the Silver Har-
bour Conservation Area, removing 
a massive amount of garbage and 
debris. 
	 This year’s Lakehead Chil-
dren’s Water Festival was a huge 
success thanks to the support of the 
RBC Blue Water Project, the Min-
istry of the Environment, the City 
of Thunder Bay, Lakehead Uni-
versity, Ontario Power Generation, 
Thunder Bay District Health Unit, 
Churchill High School, Thunder 
Bay Christian School, Sasi Spring 
Water and many others.

Damage caused by flooding in 2008.


